MEETING RACE PREJUDICE

a dozen cities so far figure in the contributions. The move-
ment extends to Indianapolis, where a gold watch has been
contributed." The hysterical lauding of this "heroine"
was subsequently wet blanketed by the discovery that she
had cared for Mr. Washington's room for the first day or
two of his stay without protest, and by the further dis-
covery that her second or third husband had recently ob-
tained a divorce from her.

It is only fair to add that many of the leading citizens
of the South strongly deprecated the sensational mag-
nifying of this trivial incident by a certain section of the
Southern press. Mr. Washington declined to make
any comment for publication during or after this petty
tumult.

In spite of the three events described, and others of a like
nature that might be mentioned, no Negro was ever so
liked, respected, admired, and eulogized by the Southern
whites as Booker Washington. The day following his
great speech before the Cotton States Exposition in Atlanta
in 1895 when he went out upon the streets of the city he
was so besieged by white citizens from the highest to
the lowest, who wanted to shake his hand and congratu-
late him, that he was fairly driven in self-defense to remain
indoors. Not many years after that it had become a com-
monplace for him to be an honored guest on important
public occasions throughout the South. On occasions too
numerous even to note in passing he was welcomed, and
introduced to great audiences, by Southern Governors,
Mayors, and other high officials, as well as by eminent
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